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On Sept. 19 in Cambridge at the third annual British- Argentine conference, the Argentine
delegation released a communique criticizing the "unilateral decision" by Britain to open
international bid competition for offshore oil exploration in the South Atlantic near the Malvinas
(Falklands) islands. The two delegations are comprised of politicians and scholars, among
others. The communique said the British decision contradicts principles of a bilateral agreement
established last year in Madrid. The statement asserted that the Argentine government repudiates
such unilateral action, and reaffirms rights of sovereignty to the contested archipelago. Despite
several meetings since early 1991 to discuss alternatives, the two governments had not yet reached
agreement on exploitation of natural resources near the islands. On Sept. 22 in an interview with
Radio Continental (Buenos Aires), Argentine Ambassador to London Mario Campora told reporters
that British investors are very interested in expanding activities in Argentina, such as in competition
for the Gas del Estado concession. Nevertheless, Buenos Aires continues to demand sovereignty
over the Malvinas. During a speech before the UN General Assembly on Sept. 21, Foreign Minister
Guido Di Tella described as "imprudent" the British government's policy of authorizing private
companies to carry out offshore exploration near the islands. On the same day, Campora met
with Malvinas/Falklands island residents in London, the first such encounter since the 1982 war.
Minister di Tella told reporters on Sept. 22 that his government plans to contact oil companies
in an attempt to persuade them to avoid exploration activities in the archipelago area. On Sept.
25 at UN headquarters, Venezuelan Foreign Minister Fernando Ochoa Antich told reporters
that his government supports Buenos Aires in opposing London's unilateral decision, as well as
Argentina's bid to recover the Malvinas. On Sept. 29 in Buenos Aires, Defense Minister Antonio
Erman Gonzalez announced that the two nations will carry out joint oil exploration activities on
and around the Malvinas islands. He said diplomatic contacts with London were underway to
commence geological studies as partners, and that any discoveries would be exploited by both
nations. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 09/19/92, 09/25/92; Agence France- Presse, 09/22/92;
09/29/92)
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